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European version of <.com> Coming Soon: 

 
<.eu> Domain Name Registration set for 7 December Launch 

 
 
1. Possibly thanks to an unconscious urge to counter the ascendancy of the <.com> domain, after 
a long and drawn out process the European Union has set up its own territorial domain, designated 
<.eu>, which is intended to take its place as an extension specifically for businesses based in the 
European Union's single market. 
 
2. For that reason, eligibility to hold <.eu> domain names has been severely restricted to entities 
whose registered office, central administration, or principal place of business is located in the 
European Community. 
 
3. As is customary when new domains are opened, there will be a sunrise period to enable the 
holders of existing rights to register their names and prevent abuse by third parties.  The timetable 
for the registration phases is: 
 

- 7 December 2005 to 7 April 2006: public bodies, owners of valid trademarks in the 
European Union, and appellations of origin/geographical indications (phase I). 
 
- 7 February to 7 April 2006: holders of other rights recognized in any Member State of 
the European Union (phase II). 
 
- 7 April 2006 on: registration open to all on a first come, first served basis. 

 
4. In phase I registration of <.eu> domain names is open to 
holders of Community trademarks, Spanish trademarks, or national 
trademarks in any other EU Member State already granted 
registration and in force whose headquarters are located in the 
territory of the European Union. 
 
5. The Allocation Authority is a non-profit entity, EURid, set up 
by the European Commission, with the participation of the 
Registration Authorities of various EU Member States. 
 
EURid will not accept domain name applications directly.  Applications must be filed through an 
authorized Registrar.  Our firm has been appointed to act as an authorized Registrar. 
 
6. It is important to choose a Registrar who can operate effectively within the framework of 
EURid's automatic system of batch processing of allocations. 
 
If an application is placed with a Registrar that handles extremely high volumes, there will be 
internal delays that may adversely affect the priority obtained. 
 



Explanatory Note  -  ©Elzaburu 2005                                                                             
www.elzaburu.es - 91 700 94 00 

2

With all due discretion, since we are here talking about ourselves, we believe that our Firm is the 
right size to be able to handle applications quickly and efficiently without giving rise to internal 
backlogs and so having to choose which domain names should be slated for inclusion in the first 
batches, thereby entitling them to the best priority (in our case, we intend to include applications in 
order of receipt of the corresponding instructions). 

 
7. Domain name applications in sunrise phases I and II 
will entail a considerable degree of complexity, because the 
legitimacy of the supporting rights claimed and fulfilment of 
residence requirements have to be assessed, and 
documentary evidence attesting to these aspects has to be 
submitted to a special Validation Agent that has been 
appointed for this purpose.  In consequence, it seems 
advisable to entrust preliminary advice and verification and 
prosecution of the domain name application to an 
experienced firm of industrial and intellectual property 
practitioners. 

 
8. Trademark owners based outside the European Union may licence the rights they hold to 
their European affiliates for the specific purpose of registering <.eu> domain names in the names 
of the said affiliates. 
 
We are also in a position to give individual advice concerning possible options if there are any 
questions about fulfilment of the residence requirement or even in case there is interest in 
registering a name during the sunrise period where no supporting registration has yet been granted. 
 
9. The official fee for registering a <.eu> domain name during the sunrise period will be higher 
than for doing so after the domain has been thrown open, and so are our fees, because of the 
different requirements and more involved procedures. 
 
 
 
también1, por la diferente2 
 
 
 
 
 
10. This explanatory note is intended for information purposes only.  If you have any questions or 
are interested in further details, please do not hesitate to ask your usual contact, or inquiries may be 
directed to the following e-mail address: info.eu@elzaburu.es. 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 The official fee may increase to a maximum of 85 euros where an application is based on rights other than a trademark 
registration. 
2 Undertakings that are members of the Regulatory Board of any appellation of origin will also be eligible for this 
special rate. 

.eu 

Sunrise applications 
Fee:        200 euros   Official fee: 35 euros(1) 
      (130 application + 70 validation) 
Fee for an appellation of origin:   160 euros   Official fee: 35 euros(2) 
      (90 application + 70 validation) 
Fee after 7 April 2006:     90 euros   Official fee: 10 euros 


